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Borough  Health  Office, 
5,  Martin  Street, 
Stafford. 
July,  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  \ 

This,  the  70th  Annual  Report  to  be  submitted  to  you 
on  the  Health  of  the  people  and  the  sanitary  condition  of 
your  Borough,  is  once  again  an  abbreviated  report,  and 
is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  laid  down 
in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  49/45. 

Although  this  is  the  sixth  year  of  war,  the  health  of 
the  people  continues  to  be  good,  and  from  the  Vital  Statis¬ 
tics  it  would  appear  never  to  have  been  better,  in  fact — 
a  record  year.  The  Birth  Rate  at  20 . 7  has  not  been  higher 
since  1920.  The  (A'ude  Death  Rate  at  8.6  has  never  been 
lower,  and  the  record  low  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  at  27 
per  1,000  live  births  may  not  be  repeated  for  some  years. 
At  the  end  of  the  report  I  have  included  some  figures, 
wdiich,  without  further  comment  from  me,  I  would  ask 
you  to  read. 

If  good  working  and  housing  conditions  can  be  super¬ 
imposed  upon  the  good  feeding  conditions  obtained  through¬ 
out  the  war  for  the  mass  of  the  people,  there  is  good  grounds 
for  believing  that,  the  death  rate  excepted,  the  favourable 
trend  of  the  Vital  Statistics  shown  this  year  may  be  con¬ 
tinued. 

In  his  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1943,  the  County 
Medical  Officer  has  an  interesting  table  which  shows  that 
the  combined  effects  of  an  ageing  population  and  better 
social  conditions  have  reduced  the  deaths  of  males  under 
45  years  of  age  in  the  County  from  49 . 61  %  in  1920  to 
24.76%  of  the  total  male  deaths. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  have  agreed  that  an 
extension  of  the  Sewage  Works  is  an  urgent  necessity, 
and  that  further  opinion  be  obtained  to  determine  whether 
a  new  site  should  be  selected  or  that  the  works  be  extended 


on  the  present  site.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  a  new  site 
is  preferable,  provided  the  extra  eost  involved  is  not  too 
great. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  continued  to  make 
progress.  The  scheme  introduced  for  combating  Scabies 
in  the  home,  carried  out  by  the  assistance  of  the  District 
Nursing  Association,  is  very  much  appreciated  by  the 
sufferers. 

Rat  Infestation. — Since  the  powers  concerning  the 
destruction  of  rats  were  taken  over  by  this  Authority, 
Mr.  Williams,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  been  most 
thorough,  and  has  carried  out  the  duties  most  efficiently, 
and  his  work  has  not  only  been  appreciated  locally  but  has 
been  recognised  by  the  department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  concerned.  His  report  is  on  page  35. 

The  Welfare  Committee  have,  in  spite  of  wartime  diffi¬ 
culties,  opened  a  small  Maternity  Home.  This  venture 
has  been  a  success,  and  in  the  ensuing  years  the  residents 
of  the  Borough  will  no  doubt  be  grateful  to  them.  A  fidl 
report  and  plans  of  the  Home  have  been  incorporated 
in  the  report  (see  page  23). 

A  survey  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services 
was  made  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
subsequently  a  letter  was  received  from  the  Ministry  com¬ 
mending  the  services,  and  also  recommending  that  the 
Committee  should  at  an  opportune  time  consider  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  Health  Visitor. 

Statistics  as  to  attendances  at  the  Centre  and  the  visits 
paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  are  in  every  way  satisfactory 

Housing  continues  to  be  a  cause  of  anxiety  to  the 
Housing  Committee  and  to  all  those  who  have  the  welfare 
of  the  community  at  heart. 

The  publication,  “Design  of  Dwellings,”  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year  is  a  most  timely, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  informative  publication.  The 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee 
states  in  para.  48 — “We  recommend  that  the  minimum 
over-all  floor  area  that  is  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the 
foregoing  recommendations  is  900  sq.  ft.,  subject  to  slight 
variations  according  to  aspect  and  siting.  We  are  con¬ 
vinced,  however,  that  no  substantial  reductions  can  be 
made  in  this  figure  if  the  majority  of  the  defects  of  the  inter- 
war  house  are  to  be  remedied.”  Again,  in  para.  45  “the 


minimum  areas  recommended  for  the  first,  second  and 
third  bedrooms  are  150,  110,  and  70  square  feet  respec¬ 
tively.”  Once  adequate  space  provision  in  the  home,  and 
especially  in  the  bedroom,  has  been  established,  it  will  then 
be  necessary  to  turn  our  attention  to  working  and  travelling 
conditions. 

Insufficiency  of  individual  space  is  one  of  the  most 
potent  causes  of  ill-health  and  morbidity,  and  therefore 
it  is  imperative  that  bedroom  space  in  particular  should 
not  fall  below  these  recommendations  ;  in  fact,  they  are 
minima,  and  could  advantageously  on  our  present  know¬ 
ledge  be  increased,  and  in  general  such  knowledge  as  we 
already  possess  should  be  applied  more  effectively  to  lessen 
the  incidence  of  diseases  due  to  our  inefficiently-ventilated 
buses,  places  of  amusement,  workplaces,  and  offices. 

There  remains  much  to  be  done,  but,  given  even  occa¬ 
sionally  results  such  as  we  have  had  this  year,  there  is  every 
inducement  to  meet  the  future  with  hope. 

Once  again,  Mr.  Chairman,  my  thanks  are  due  to  you 
and  to  the  Members  for  your  confidence,  and  to  my  col¬ 
leagues,  and  friends  for  their  help,  and  to  my  Staff  for  their 
loyal  tv. 

\J  K! 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  BINKS. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borough  ..  ..  ..  5,089  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population, 

mid-1944  .  34,650 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1944) 

according  to  Rate  Books  .  9,214* 

Rateable  value  (31st  March,  1944)  .  .  .  .  £217,981 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1943- 

1944)  . £886  18s.  Od. 

*The  total  of  9,214  inhabited  houses  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Houses  . 8,879 

Farm  houses  .  18 

Shops  with  living  accommodation  .  .  . .  317 

t 

Social  Conditions. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Arnold,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Ex¬ 
change,  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  information  : — 

“The  chief  industries,  trades  and  occupations  are 
as  follows  : — 
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Number  of 

Insured  Workpeople. 

Men 

Women 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Electrical  Engineering . 

Internal  Combustion  En- 

3732 

1729 

522 

142, 

6125 

gineering  . 

412 

159 

79 

32 

682 

General  Engineering  . 

936 

379 

158 

73 

1546 

Locomotive  Engineering , . . 

331 

10 

20 

6 

367 

Boot  and  Shoe  . 

379 

569 

31 

125 

1104 

Wood  Heel  Manufacture... 

98 

70 

18 

12 

198 

Abrasive  Wheel  Industry 
Reinforced  Concrete  In- 

805 

454 

37 

79 

1375 

dustrv . 

233 

64 

I 

13 

311 

Building  Industry . 

444 

18 

71 

4 

537 

Distributive  Trades . 

314 

526 

103 

248 

1191 

Local  Government  Service 

1205 

1032 

45 

94 

2376 

8889 

5010 

1085 

828 

15812 

“The  total  insurable  population  is  23,991. 

“There  were  approximately  6  persons  unemployed 
for  a  few'  days  in  Deeember,  1944,  but  they  were  only  un¬ 
employed  while  fresh  jobs  were  being  found.  Unemploy¬ 
ment  during  the  year  was  negligible.” 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Registered  live  births 

Total 

Males 

F  emales 

Legitimate  .  . 

677  .  . 

346 

.  .  331 

Illegitimate  .  . 

43  .  . 

23 

20 

720 

369 

351 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population) 

..  ..  20.7 

Stillbirths  : — 

Total 

]Males 

Females 

Legitimate  .  . 

17  .  . 

12 

0 

Illegitimate  .  . 

2  .  . 

2 

•  • 

• 

19 

14 

5 

— 

— 

Stillbirth  Rate  per 

1,000  total 

(live 

and 

still)  births  .  . 

. .  . .  26 

Deaths  : — 

• 

■ 

Males 

•  •  ♦  •  •  * 

146 

Females  .  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

153 

Total .  .  V 

299 
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Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  .  .  B.6 
Principal  causes  of  death,  their  number,  and  their 
percentage  : — 

Number  Number  Percentage 
1943  1944  of  whole 

Heart  disease..  ..  87  ..  76  ..  25.4 

Cancer  .  49  ..  54  ..  18.0 

Bronchitis,  Pneu¬ 
monia,  etc .  40  ..  21  ..  7.0 

Tuberculosis  (all 

forms) .  21  ..  18  ..  6.0 

Prematurity  ....  8  .  .  9  .  .  3.0 

Violence .  13  ..  6  ..  2.0 

Maternal  Deaths  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis .  0 

Other  maternal  causes  .  .  1 

Total  .  1  I 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births)  .  1.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  .  .  .  .  20  .  .  10  .  .  10 

Illegitimate  .  .  .  .  —  .  .  —  .  .  — 

20  10  10 

Infantile  Death  Rate  (all  infants  per  1,000 

live  births) . 27 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  . 29 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  . Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)..  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  under  two  years  of 

age) .  0 

Before  the  war  the  Registrar-General  supplied  a  ‘  ‘  Com¬ 
parability  Factor”  to  each  district  based  on  the  age  and 
sex  of  its  population  as  shown  at  the  last  Census.  When 
the  recorded  death-rate  of  a  town  was  multiplied  by  this 
factor  the  corrected  death  rate  was  obtained.  This  was 
truly  comparable  with  the  death  rate  of  any  town  similarly 
treated.  The  Registrar- General  states  that  the  variety 


and  magnitude  of  local  population  movements  and  the 
uneven  incidence  of  civilian  war  deaths  have  together 
combined  to  frustrate  the  attempt  to  secure  comparability 
between  local  death  rates  by  the  use  of  Areal  Compara¬ 
bility  Factors,  and  the  preparation  and  issue  of  such  fac¬ 
tors  are  suspended  under  present  conditions. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  registered  live  births 
for  the  vear  was  720,  369  males  and  351  females.  The 
birth  rate  at  20.7  is  the  highest  since  1920  when  the  rate 
recorded  was  22.4.  The  lowest  rate,  11 .8  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion,  was  recorded  in  1931. 

A  table  setting  out  the  rates  for  the  last  ten  years 
follows  : — 


Y  ear 

FAFFORU 

BOROUGH. 

Birth  Rate 
for  Smaller 
Towns  of 
England 
and  Wales 

Total 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Total 

Still 

Births 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

1935  . . 

429 

13.8 

14 

32 

14.8 

1936  . . 

395 

12.7 

19 

46 

15.0 

1937  . . 

467 

14.8 

18 

38 

15.3 

1938  .  . 

493 

15.3 

14 

27 

15.4 

1939  . . 

516 

15.8 

20 

37 

15.0 

1940 

540 

15.3 

13 

23 

14.6 

1941  .  . 

596 

15.8 

24 

39 

14.2 

1942  . . 

667 

18.0 

18 

26 

15.8 

1943  . . 

661 

18.3 

23 

33 

16.5 

1944  . . 

720 

20.7 

19 

26 

17.6 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  299. 
The  Crude  Death  Rate  of  8.6  per  1,000  is  exceptionally 
low,  and  may  well  never  be  lower.  It  has  been  favoured 
by  the  low  infantile  mortality,  the  large  number  of  births, 
but  mainly  to  the  absence  during  the  year  of  any  severe 
epidemics,  especially  Influenza. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

/ 

Fifteen  babies  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  four 
weeks  and  five  more  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one 
year.  The  total,  therefore,  of  twenty  babies  dying  under 
the  age  of  one  year  makes  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of 
27  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  There  were  no  deaths  of 
illegitimate  babies,  which  is  unusual,  although  the  number 
of  illegitimate  babies  born,  i.e.,  43,  is  one  of  the  highest 
recorded  in  the  Borough. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  infant  mortality  for  1944 

O  O  V 

and  for  the  previous  ten  years  : — 


Year 

Births 

Under  one  month 

Under 

one  year 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

1934  . . 

394 

13 

33 

20 

51 

1935  . . 

429 

8 

19 

16 

37 

1936  . . 

395 

17 

43 

24 

60 

1937  .. 

467 

6 

13 

14 

30 

1938  . . 

493 

21 

43 

30 

60 

1939  . . 

516 

24 

46 

36 

69 

1940  . . 

540 

'  18 

33 

30 

55 

1941  . . 

596 

12 

20 

26 

42 

1942  . . 

667 

25 

37 

35 

52 

1943  . . 

661 

17 

25 

30 

45 

Average 

for  10  years 

515.8 

16.1 

31.2 

26.1 

50.1 

1944  .  . 

720 

15 

21 

20 

27 

The  table  below  shows  the  number,  age,  and  cause  oC 
death  of  children  under  one  year  of  age. 


DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Causes  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

1—3  months 

3 — 6  months 

6 — 9  months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  Deaths 
under  1  year 

Prematurity  .  . 

7 

1 

_ 

___ 

8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Atelectasis 

2 

— 

.  ■  ,  ■ 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

2 

Pneumonia  and 

Broncho-pneumonia 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Mesenteric  throm- 

bosis . 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

. 

_ 

1 

Congenital  Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

TOTAL 

12 

3 

• — 

— 

15 

1 

2 

1 

1 

20 

Ward  distribution  of  baby  deaths  was  North,  2  ; 
South,  3  ;  East,  6  ;  West,  7  ;  Baswich,  2. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality,  and  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases. 


Live  Births  . 

Still  Births . 

DEATHS. 

All  Causes . 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  .  .  .  . 

Small-pox  . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

^Vhooping  Cough . 

Diphtheria  .  . . 

Influenza . 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

Small-pox  . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Diphtheria . 

Typhoid  Fever . 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Measles  . 


Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  En¬ 
teritis  under  two  years  of  age 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

Abortion  with  sepsis  . 

Abortion  without  sepsis . 

Puerperal  infections  ' . . 

Other  . 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

5,  Pyrexia  . 


England 

and 

Wales 

148 

Smaller 

Towns 

STAFI 

1944 

^’ORD 

1943 

Rates  p 

er  1,000 

Populat 

ion  : — 

17.6 

20.9 

20.7 

18.3 

0.50 

0.61 

0.54 

0.64 

11.6 

12.4 

8.6 

10.5 

0.00 

0.00 

• — - 

— 

0.00 

— 

— 

— ■ 

0.01 

0.01 

,  — 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— - 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

— 

— 

0.12 

0.11 

0.44 

0.00 

0.00 

2.40 

2.67 

3.52 

4.93 

0.58 

0.69 

0.40 

0.27 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

0.03 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

— - 

0.29 

0.28 

0.31 

0.47 

0.97 

0.82 

0.20 

0.69 

0.05 

0.04 

— 

0.11 

2.49 

2.29 

5.86 

5.65 

4.16 

3.94 

1.06 

20.75 

Rates  p 

er  1,000 

Live  Bi 

rths  : — 

46 

44 

27 

45 

4.8 

4.4 

— ■ 

1  .5 

Births  ( 

Live  and 

Still):  - 

- 

0.31 

Not 

_ 

— 

0.09 

avail- 

— - 

— 

0.28 

1.25 

able 

1.35 

2.9 

10.34 

9.25 

8.12 

10.23 

The  rates  apply  to  the  civilian  population  only. 

The  148  Smaller  Towns  have  resident  populations  of 
25,000  to  50,000  ;  Stafford  is  one  of  these. 
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The  Registrar-General’s  Short  List  of  Causes 
OF  Death  is  given  below  : — 


Causes  of  Death 

Total 

i 

Males 

Females 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system . 

15 

10 

5 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis . 

3 

1 

2 

Syphilitic  disease . 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 
(Ma.le.s  only)  . . 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  uterus  . 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

13 

7 

6 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

5 

_ _ 

5 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites . 

30 

13 

17 

Diabetes . 

3 

3 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  . 

44 

13 

31 

Heart  Disease  . 

76 

43 

33 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system.  . 

16 

7 

9 

Bronchitis  . 

12 

6 

6 

Pneumonia  . 

7 

6 

1 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 

Ulceration  of  stomach  or  duodenum  .... 

2 

2 

2 

Appendicitis  . 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases . 

4 

2 

2 

Nephritis  . 

6 

1 

5 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis . 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

1 

— 

1 

Premature  birth  . 

9 

3 

6 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury, 
infantile  disease  . 

4 

1 

3 

Suicide  . 

2 

1 

1 

Other  violent  causes  . 

4 

3 

1 

All  other  causes  . 

31 

20 

11 

Total  Deaths  . 

299 

146 

153 

Ward  distribution  of  deaths  : — 

North,  52  ;  South,  66 ;  East,  74  ;  West,  73  :  Bas- 
wieh,  34. 
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SECTION  B.  — GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examina]:ion  or  analysis  of  clinical  material  (sputum, 
swabs,  etc.),  water,  milk,  and  foodstuffs  is  carried  out  at 
the  County  Laboratories,  Martin  Street,  Stafford.  The 

County  Bacteriologist,  Dr.  EdwardS,  and  the  County 
Analyst,  Mr.  Jones,  have  always  given  me  their  willing 
assistance  and  advice. 

During  the  year  bacteriological  reports  were  received 
from  the  County  Laboratory  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  the  following  : — 

Swabs  examined  for  Diphtheria  bacilli  .  .  .  .  1861 

Other  Swabs .  44 

Virulence  Test  (Diphtheria) .  33 

Blood  for  Agglutination  Tests .  24 

Faeces  .  98 

Urine  .  10 


Pus 


61 

71 

119 

28 

73 


Cerebro- spinal  fluid 
Sputum  for  Tubercle  bacilli 
Biological  Test  (Tuberculosis) 
Other  examinations 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

Two  ambulances  are  maintained  by  the  Local  Au¬ 
thority.  One  for  the  removal  of  non-infectious  and  acci¬ 
dent  cases,  the  other  for  infectious  cases. 

As  a  temporary  measure  the  Public  Health  Committee 
replaced  the  old  infectious  diseases  ambulance  by  the 
purchase  of  one  from  Civil  Defence.  Otherwise,  the  Service 
continued  as  heretofore  for  the  year.  For  a  period  in  1945 
the  Civil  Defence  took  over.  Arrangements  have  since 
been  made  whereby  the  Ambulance  Service,  will  be  taken 
over  and  run  by  the  Borough  Staff.  This  should,  when  in 
full  running  order,  be  an  improvement  on  the  Service 
in  being  up  to  the  present. 

The  total  number  of  journeys  was  808,  covering  6,275 
miles.  Infectious  cases,  161  ;  Accident,  67  ;  Sickness, 
591  ;  Abortive  calls,  11. 
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Isolation  Hospital,  Tithe  Barn  Road. 

The  following  members  of  the  Publie  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  represent  the  Couneil  on  the  House  Committee  : — 
Alderman  Merrey,  Alderman  Mrs.  Turney,  Councillor  Mrs. 
Welton,  and  Councillor  Dobson.  Alderman  Merrey  is 
Chairman. 

Admissions  from  Stafford  Borough  were  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever .  90 

Diphtheria  .  14 

Diphtheria  carriers.  .  ....  .  .  4 

Tonsillitis  .  5 

Diphtheroids  of  ear  .  2 

Chickenpox  .  2 

Rhinitis  1 

Rheumatism  ., .  1 

Dermatitis  .  1 

Septicaemia  (streptococcal)  ....  1 

Streptococcal  tonsillitis .  1 

Whooping  Cough .  1 

Cellulitis .  1 

Erysipelas  .  1 

Streptococcal  infection .  1 


Total  .  126 


Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Centre  is  situated  in  North  Walls,  and  is  open 
from  10  a.m.  to  noon  and  from  2  to  4  p.m.  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays,  daily  from  9  to  10  a.m.  for  the  treatment 
of  minor  ailments,  and  from  9  to  10.30  a.m.  on  Fridays 
for  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  make  available  and  distribute 
dried  milk,  orange  juice,  and  cod  liver  oil  on  Welfare  days 
and  the  Stafford  Cripples  Centre  is  ’situated  in  the  same 
building. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  attendances  : — 

1942  1943  1944 

(1)  Total  number  of  attendances  during 

the  year  : — 

(i)  by  children  under  one  year  of 

age  : .  6053  5272  8226 

(ii)  by  children  between  the  ages  of 

one  and  five  years .  3722  2802  3095 


(2)  Total  number  of  children  who  at¬ 
tended  at  the  Centre  during  the 
year,  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance  were  ; — 

(i)  under  one  year  of  age  .  . 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  one  and 

five  years . 

(3)  Total  number  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age  who  attended  at 
the  Centre  during  the  year  and  who 
at  the  end  of  the  year  were  ; — 

(i)  under  one  year  of  age  .  . 

(ii)  over  one  year  of  age 

(4)  Percentage  of  notified  live  births 
represented  by  the  number  in  (2)  (i) 

Minor  Ailments. — 


1942  1943  1944 


410 

358 

523 

63 

28 

60 

392 

355 

442 

635 

646 

641 

4.4 

47.5 

62.5 

Attendances. — 1942  New  cases  -  75  Revisits  -  207 


1943  „  „  -  61  „  -  83 

1944  „  „  -  76  „  -  140 


The  Welfare  still  continues  to  be  a  .centre  of  attrac¬ 
tion  to  the  mothers,  and  the  figures  in  the  above  table 
strongly  support  this  statement.  It  must  also  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  approximately  120  children  are  accommodated 
in  the  Day  Nurseries  and  Nursery  Class.  Thus,  some 
1,200  babies  and  toddlers  under  five  years  of  age  come  to 
us  for  advice  and  care. 

The  most  encouraging  figure  in  the  table  is  (para¬ 
graph  4)  that  62.5%  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
visit  the  Centre.  This  figure  is  enhanced  when  it  is  re¬ 
membered  that  it  is  based  on  notified  births  when  in  fact 
only  the  registered  births  are  available,  as  some  100  of 
the  former  leave  the  town  immediately.  Thus,  when 
calculated  on  the  720  registered  births  for  the  year,  the 
percentage  would  read  72.6. 

Through  the  good  offices  of  the  County  Education 
Committee,  we  have  had  the  services  of  Miss  C.  M.  Jones 
on  Wednesday  afternoons,  and,  through  her,  many  mothers 
have  learnt  how  to  ‘  ‘  Make  Do  and  Mend  ’  ’  for  their  families, 
houses,  and  themselves.  They  have  been  instructed 
to  preserve  fruit  into  jam,  chutney,  and  to  bottle.  Cook¬ 
ery  recipes  have  been  given,  and  examples  are  shown  and 
tasted  by  mothers  at  the  Centre.  Useful  presents  were 
made  for  Christmas,  e.g.,  slippers  and  toys. 

Miss  Jones  has  endeavoured  and  has  been  successful 
in  helping  motlicrs  with  tlicir  dilficulties,  and  has  en¬ 
couraged  them  to  make  I  he  most  of  the  materials  and 
rations  at  their  disposal. 
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Baby  Day. 

The  following  account  of  the  Celebrations  is  con¬ 
tributed  by  Miss  Birch  : — 

“Baby  Day  Celebrations  were  held  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre,  North  Walls,  on  July  5th,  1944.  The 
weather,  though  cloudy,  was  fine  until  the  opening  speech 
of  welcome  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
Chairman,  Mrs.  Robinson,  had  begun.  A  sharp  shower 
caused  all  participants  to  shelter  for  a  few  minutes,  but 
soon  all  were  back  in  their  seats,  and  the  proceedings  con¬ 
tinued. 

‘  ‘  The  Blumer  Shield  and  medal  were  presented  by  the 
Mayor,  Councillor  Hourd,  to  John  Smith,  who  had  been 
judged  by  Dr.  McCloskey  as  the  child  who  had  made  best 
progress  under  adverse  conditions  throughout  the  year, 
the  medal  having  been  given  by  Councillor  Mrs.  Amies. 
The  runner-up  received  a  N.S.C.  token,  the  gift  of  the 
Maternitv  and  Child  Welfare  Committee.  Mothercraft 
Certificates  were  then  presented  to  56  mothers  by  the 
Mayoress. 

“Mrs.  Cotterill,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  presented  the  attendance  cer¬ 
tificates  to  children  with  regular  attendances  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre  from  birth  to  five  years  of  age.  The  first 
prize  of  a  blanket,  given  by  Mrs.  Aspin,  was  won  by  Doreen 
Maehin.  The  runners-up  had  N.S.C.  tokens,  also  given  by 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

‘  ‘  Dr.  McCloskey  then  gave  a  short  talk  to  the  mothers, 
and  commented  on  the  difficulty  he  had  had  in  choosing 
the  winner  for  the  Shield,  as  each  child  merited  high  praise 
for  the  mother’s  care  and  mothercraft. 

“Dr.  Binks,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Stafford, 
then  had  a  few  words  to  say  of  praise  for  the  condition  of 
the  babies,  and  an  appeal  to  mothers  to  keep  up  the 
standard  of  good  health  in  their  families,  and  emphasised 
})reventive  work  in  the  home  towards  this  aim. 

“A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the  Mayor  and 
Mayoress  by  Councillor  Mrs.  Welton  and  seconded 
by  Councillor  Mrs.  Amies. 

“The  Celebrations  concluded  with  refreshments,  and, 
for  those  interested,  the  various  rooms  inside  the  Centre 
were  visited,  and  the  activities  of  a  Welfare  Centre  and 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  explained.” 
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Ante-natal  Care. 

Ill  Stafford  the  notified  births  numbered  836  whereas 
the  registered  births  numbered  720,  thus  at  least  116  mothers 
presumably  came  to  Stafford  just  for  the  purpose  of  having 
their  baby  and  then  returning  to  their  homes.  Again, 
of  the  836  notified  births  614  either  had  their  baby  in  a 
Maternity  Home,  Institution,  or  while  under  the  care 
of  a  Medical  Practitioner,  leaving  222  cases  only  for  the 
midwives.  In  other  words,  the  midwife  is  solely  re¬ 
sponsible  for  approximately  just  over  25  per  cent,  of  the 
births  in  the  Borough.  This  position  is  unusual,  and 
confirms  the  Committee  in  their  policy  for  the  present  of 
making  ante-natal  provision  through  a  domiciliary  scheme 
rather  than  by  the  establishment  of  Clinics. 

In  the  future,  if  through  the  pressure  of  economics 
or  a  change  in  the  public’s  preference  for  mothers  to  have 
their  medical  attendant  present  at  their  confinement,  the 
Committee  might  find  it  advisable  to  change  their  policy, 
and  fall  into  line  with  other  Welfare  authorities. 


There  is,  however,  one  provision  which  might  well  be 
introduced  in  the  near  future — a  session  to  be  held  at  fort¬ 
nightly  or  monthly  intervals  at  the  ('linie  at  which  a  con¬ 
sultant  attends  ami  to  which  Doctors  might  refer  any 
cases  for  further  advice  and  guidance. 

Medical  Practitioners  carried  out  under  your  Maternity 
Domiciliary  Scheme  : — 

1943  1944 

Primary  ante-natal  examinations  .  .  177  241 

Secondary  ante-natal  examinations  .  .  83  96 

Ante-natal  cases  seen  for  a  third  time  .  .  1  3 

Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  ante-natally  ex¬ 
amined  and  of  cases  post-natally  examined  : — 

Ante-natal  Post-natal 


1942  .  250  ...  68 

1943  .  177  .  .  53 

1944  .  241  .  .  62 


The  percentage  of  total  notified  births  (live  and  still) 
represented  by  the  total  number  of  women. 

Ante-natal.  Post-natal. 


32.1  ..  8.7 

22.7  . .  6.8 

28.8  ..  7.4 


1942 

1943 

1944 
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Total.  Births  Distribution. 

836  Maternity  Homes  ..  ..  221  \ 

Institutions  .  146 

Doetors’  cases  .  .  .  .  2  [> 

District  Nursing  Association — 
As  Maternity  Nurses  245' 
As  Midwives 


614 


222 


Stillbirths. 


23 

2 


Of  the  total  402  ante-and  post-natal  examinations 
carried  out  under  the  scheme,  185  were  of  insured  persons, 
and  abnormalities  were  discovered  in  89  individuals  at  the 
ante-natal  examinations.  The  respective  figures  for  1943 
were  334,  114,  and  72. 


Recommendations  : —  1943  1944 

Doctor  to  be  present  at  confinement  1  .  .  1 

Further  ante-natal  examinations  .  .  124  .  .  173 

Specialist’s  opinion .  1  .  .  3 

Admission  to  Hospital  .  0  .  .  0 

Confinement  to  take  place  in  Hospital  3  .  .  0 

Dental  treatment  .  38  .  .  44 


Post-natal  Examinations  : — 

Number  of  cases  found  to  be  ab¬ 
normal  in  some  respect  .  .  .  .  23  .  .  25 

• 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Welfare  Committee  to 
encourage  mothers  to  attend  for  their  first  general  medical 
examination  at  or  about  the  third  month  of  their  pregnancy. 

Emergency  Arrangements. — No  change  was  made 
during  the  year. 

The  services  of  the  Consultant  were  required  on 
twenty-two  occasions,  and  were  for  the  following  conditions: — 

1. — Hospital  case.  Multipara.  Disproportion.  Cfes- 
arian  section.  « 

*2. — Home  case.  Primipara.  Small  pelvis.  Keep  under 
observation.  For  induction  il^  necessary. 

3. — Hospital  case.  Primipara.  Albuminuria. 

*4. — See  No.  2. 

5. — Hospital  case.  Primipara.  Toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 
Caesarian  section. 

*6. — Home  case.  Primipara.  Disproportion.  Medical 
induction. 

7. — Hospital  case.  Multipara.  Toxaemia.  Induction. 
*8. — Home  case.  Primipara.  Pyelitis.  Home  Treat¬ 
ment. 
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9. — Hospital  case.  Multipara.  Toxaemia.  Induc¬ 

tion. 

10.  — Hospital  case.  Multipara.  Obstructed  labour. 
Ctesarian  section. 

11. — See  No.  5. 

*12. — Hospital  case.  Multipara.  Twins.  Malposition. 
Anaesthesia. 

13.  — Home  case.  Multipara.  Twins.  X-ray.  Ab¬ 

normal  presentation. 

14.  — Hospital  case.  Primipara.  Eclampsia.  Anaes¬ 

thesia.  Double  episotomy.  High  forceps. 

*15.^ — Home  ease.  Multipara.  X-ray.  Home  treat¬ 

ment. 


16. — Hospital  case.  Multipara.  Contraeted  pelvis. 


Caesarian  section. 

*17. — Home  case.  Multipara, 
treatment. 

18. — Home  case.  Primipara. 
treatment,  (diet,  etc). 

*19. — Home  case.  Primipara. 
Home  treatment. 

20.  — Home  case.  Multipara, 
mended  Hospital. 

21 .  — Home  case.  Primipara. 
treatment. 

22. — Home  case.  Primipara. 
induction. 


Hyperemesia.  Home 
Hyperemesia.  Home 
Abnormal  presentation. 
Disproportion.  Reeom- 
Albuminuria.  Home 
Albuminuria.  Medical 


*These  cases  had  been  seen  ante-natally  by  their  own 
Doctor  under  the  domiciliary  scheme. 


Home  Helps. — The  desirability  of  resuscitatino-  the 
provision  of  Home  Helps  for  expectant  mothers  was  ap¬ 
proved,  but  the  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exehange 
again  intimated  that  there  were  no  suitable  women  avail¬ 
able. 


Maternity  Beds. 

The  Council  assumed  financial  responsibility  in  respect 
of  25  cases  which  had  been  admitted  to  Institutions  on  ae- 
eount  of  unsatisfactory  home  conditions  in  accordance 
with  the  agreement  with  the  County  Public  Assistance 
Committee.  The  eost  was  reeoverable  from  the  patient 
or  Evacuation  Autliority  in  19  cases. 
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Health  Visiting. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Health 
Visitors : — 


To  expectant  mothers  : — 

First  visits . 

Total  visits . 

To  children  under  one  year  of  age  : 

First  visits . 

Total  visits . 

To  children  between  the  ages  of  one 

and  five  years  . 

Inquiries  into  infant  deaths 
,,  ,,  stillbirths 

Unclassified  visits  . 


1943 

1944 

33 

127 

41 

203 

746 

606 

1868 

. .  2141 

2992 

. .  2590 

36 

20 

12 

17 

69 

28 

The  aetual  visiting  of  the  baby  in  its  own  home  by  a 
trained  Health  Visitor  is  the  keystone  upon  which  the 
Welfare  Services  are  built.  The  Health  Visitors  have  done 
their  best  to  fulfill  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry 
as  to  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  each  child,  but,  until 
an  additional  Health  Visitor  is  appointed,  the  work  cannot 
be  accomplished.  There  are  approximately  3, .500  babies 
and  young  children  in  the  Borough,  and  in  one  year  over 
17,000  visits  should  be  made.  Actually  less  than  one- 
third  of  the  visits  are  made. 

The  Estimates,  whieh  included  the  cost  of  an  addi¬ 
tional  Health  Visitor,  have  been  approved  by  the  Committee, 
and,  as  soon  as  candidates  are  available,  no  doubt  an 
appointment  will  be  made. 

Infant  Life  Protection  (under  Part  I.  of  the  Children’s  Act, 
1908,  as  amended,  by  the  Children  and  Young  Per¬ 


sons  Act,  1932). 

On  Register,  Removals .  3  ^ 

1st  January,  1944  .  .  11  Adopted  .  1 

New  cases .  3  Over  nine  years  .  .  1 

On  Register, 

31st  December,  1944  9 

14  14 


There  were  17  fewer  cases  on  the  Register  than  in 
1943.  The  Health  Visitors  paid  35  visits  during  the  year. 
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Dental  Treatment. 

The  following  report  has  been  kindly  supplied  to  me 
by  the  County  Dental  Ofiieer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Jones,  M.A., 
Cantab,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  Eng.  : — 

“During  the  year  1944  the  arrangement  whereby  the 
dental  staff  of  the  County  Council  undertake  the  dental 
treatment  of  Nursing  and  Expectant  Mothers  and  ‘  Toddlers  ’ 
resident  in  the  Borough  has  been  continued. 

“The  patients  are  recommended  by  the  Medical  Staff 
of  the  Welfare  Centres  and  attend  the  Dental  Clinic  in 
Lammascote  Road. 

“The  following  figures  give  the  necessary  details 
for  the  year  : — 

Mothers. 

Referred  for  treatment  .  18 

Accepting  treatment  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Treatment  incomplete  at  end  of  pre¬ 
vious  year' .  15 

Total  treated  during  the  year  .  .  33 


Attendances  at  the  Clinic 
Appointments  broken 

Sessions  (half-days) . 

.  .  165 
3 

.  .  28 

Extractions  of  permanent  teeth  (with 

local  anaesthetics) 

.  .  143 

Fillings  . 

.  .  19 

Scalings  . 

7 

Dressings  .  .  . 

3 

Sundries  . 

.  .  83 

Dentures  fitted . 

.  .  24 

Repair  to  denture  . 

1 

Total  operations  .  . 

.  .  280 

Children. 

Number  treated . 32 

Attendances  at  Clinic  . 37 

Accompanied  by  parent . 30 

Sessions  (Half-days) . 4.5 
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Extraction  of  temporary  teeth  (with 
loeal  applieations  of  anodyne 


solution)  . 19 

Dressings  of  silver  nitrate  .  .  .  .  74 

Fillings  .  7 

Sundries  .  4 


Total  operations  .  .  .  .  104 


Supply  of  Milk  and  Vitamins  to  Mothers  and  Infants. 

The  Food  Executive  Officer  informs  me  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  beneficiaries  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 
Milk. 

Special  rate  (liquid)  4528  Special  rate  (dried)  247 
Free  (liquid)  .  .  .  .  49  Free  (dried)  .  .  .  .  15 


Totals  . .  4577  262 


The  approximate  percentages  of  the  4,839  beneficiaries 
may  be  allocated  as  follows  : — 

Expectant  mothers  ..  11.25%  (accurate) 

Babies  .  28.75%  (approximate) 

Toddlers .  h0%  (approximate) 

The  Food  Executive  Officer  has  supplied  me  with  the 
following  figures  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Fruit  Juices,  and  Vita¬ 
min  A.  and  D.  tablets.  He  has  not  been  able  to  give 
separate  figures  for  the  Borough,  and  they  refer  to  the 
Stafford  Rural  District  as  well  as  the  Borough.  The  table 
sets  out  the  amounts  available,  and  the  percentage  col¬ 
lected  by  the  mothers. 


Type  of 
Vitamin 

Potential  take-up 

Act 

ual  take-up 

Expectant 

mothers 

Chil¬ 

dren 

Total 

✓ 

Expectant 
mothers  & 
children 

%  of  take-up  in 
Stafford  B.  &  R.D. 
Food  Control  Area. 

Cod  Liver  Oil 
Fruit  Juices 
Vit.  A.  &  D. 

16770 

3870 

39681 

114634 

39681 

131404 

3870 

9430 

77455 

1673 

26.2% 

58.9% 

43.2% 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Fifty-nine  cases  (including  private  cases)  were  under 
treatment  during  the  year.  There  were  seven  new  cases, 
and,  in  addition,  23  private  cases  were  referred  to  the 
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Clinic.  Four  private  cases  were  transferred  to  the 
Borough  list.  Eleven  cases  were  discharged,  four  at¬ 
tained  the  age  of  five  years  and  were  transferred  to  the 
Education  Committee,  and  one  was  transferred  to  the 
private  list.  Nine  private  cases  refused  to  continue  treat¬ 
ment. 

The  Welfare  Committee  since  April  1st,  1945,  agreed 
to  provide  for  this  treatment  free. 

The  cost  to  this  Authority  was  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Clinic .  76  3  0 

Hospital  .  — 

£76  3  0 


Maternity  Home. 

Burton  House  Maternity  Home  was  formally  and 
hpppily  opened  by  the  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  B.  M. 
Robinson,  in  the  presence  of  the  Mayor,  Councillor  A.  E. 
Hourd,  and  an  enthusiastic  representative  gathering  on 
July  13th. 

The  Mayor,  after  an  introductory  speech  in  which  he 
referred  to  the  urgent  need  of  the  Home,  the  setting-up 
of  which  he  approved,  presented  the  key  to  the  Chairman, 
Mrs.  Robinson,  who  unlocked  the  door  of  the  Home,  and 
the  gathering  waited  while  the  Rev.  L.  H.  Morgan  entered 
and  read  the  dedicatory  prayer.  The  assembly  w^as  ad¬ 
dressed  in  one  of  the  wards  by  the  Chairman,  who  gave 
them  an  account  of  the  acquisition  of  the  premises,  stressing 
the  war-time  difficulties,  and  referring  to  those  who  had 
been  especially  prominent  in  overcoming  them’.  Captain 
Thorneycroft,  M.P.,  she  said,  had  been  of  service  in  nego¬ 
tiations  with  the  War  Office.  Your  Medical  Officer,  Town 
Clerk,  and  Mr.  Hazleton  were  also  referred  to.  In  con¬ 
clusion,  Mrs.  Robinson  mentioned  that  the  estimated  cost 
was  £10  per  bed  per  week,  but  that  the  Council  had  decided 
to  charge  Borough  residents  £7  7s.  to  £3  3s.  per  week, 
recognising  that  a  charge  on  the  rates  for  this  purpose 
was  justified. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gave  a  brief  history  of 
previous  unsuccessful  efforts  made  in  association  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  gave  the  follow’ing  reasons  for  opening  the  home  in 
wartime  : — 
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1.  — The  closing  down  of  private  maternity  homes, 

and  the  failure  to  recruit  suitable  women  for  the 
Home  Help  Service. 

2.  — The  marked  increase  in  the  birth  rate,  associated 

with  overcrowded  conditions  in  the  homes,  and 
intensified  by  the  influx  of  evacuees. 

A  description  of  the  lay-out  and  accommodation  of 
the  Home  was  then  given,  and  he  announced  that  Dr. 
Blumer  had  consented  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
for  the  general  medical  care  of  the  patients  and  their  babies, 
and  that  Dr.  Wilson  would  be  his  deputy.  The  meeting 
was  also  informed  that  Miss  Davies,  the  Matron,  had  come 
with  good  credentials,  and  that  the  Home  was  in  capable 
hands. 

Dr.  A.  V.  Campbell,  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs.  Robinson, 
emphasised  that  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
had  not  shirked  its  obligations,  and  had,  considering  war¬ 
time  limitations,  elaborately  and  completely  equipped  the 
Home.  He  stressed  that  this  Home  is  not  being  run  in 
competition  with  private  enterprise,  but  rather  in  a  spirit 
of  friendly  co-operation. 

I^ater,  Dr.  Campbell  referred  to  the  White  Paper 
on  the  National  Health  Service,  and,  among  other  references, 
pointed  out  that,  should  it  come  into  force,  then  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Home  would  pass  into  other  hands  with,  he 
suggested,  some  loss  to  the  Home. 

Councillor  Mrs.  F.  M.  Cotterell,  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
\A'clfare  Committee,  ablV  seconded,  whereupon  the  visi¬ 
tors  inspected  the  Home,  and  the  proceedings  terminated 
with  tea. 

The  Home  is  situated  in  seven  acres  of  ground,  and 
has  accommodation  for  twelve  maternity,  one  isolation, 
one  labour,  and  two  first  stage  beds.  There  are  five  lying- 
in  wards,  a  labour,  first  stage,  and  isolation  ward,  an  ex¬ 
amination  room,  and  a  nursery. 

Appreciation  of  the  Committee’s  action  in  establishing 
the  Municipal  Maternity  Home  has  been  shown  by  the 
numerous  letters  of  thanks  received  by  the  Matron,  and  also 
by  the  increasing  number  of  bookings. 

As  originally  planned,  it  was  thought  that  the  Home 
would  retain  only  a  small  portion  of  the  land-  purchased.' 
The  Welfare  Committee,  however,  have  been  asked  to 
exercise  control  of  the  seven  acres,  the  Estates,  and  Works 
Committee  paying  a  portion  of  the  wages  of  one  of  the 
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BURTON  HOUSE  MATERNITY  HOME 

(FIRST  FLOOR) 


L 


(GROUND  FLOOR) 


gardeners.  ^ince  labour  has  not  been  obtainable  until 
the  late  Spring  of  1945,  and  as  the  grounds  have  been  neg¬ 
lected  for  several  years,  it  will  be  some  time  before  the 
gardens  are  re-established. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  nursing  quarters  and  the 
laundry  will  be  completed  next  vear. 

£  £ 

The  house,  grounds,  etc.,  were  purchased 

for  • . 5,302 

Alterations  were  estimated  to  cost  .'.  708 

Total  Capital  Cost  .  6,010 

Estimated  cost  of  fittings  and  fixtures,  decora¬ 
tions,  blackout,  surgical  and  medical  equip¬ 
ment,  and  domestic  and  furnishing  equipment 
for  patients  and  staff  .  .  .  4,885 


£10,395 


The  total  annual  standing  charges  and  the  total  running 
expenses  based  on  240  patients  per  annum  ar('.  estimated 
to  be  £4,939. 

From  July  29th,  when  the 
Home  was  opened,  to  Dec. 

31st . 32  cases  had  been  admitted. 

From  July  29th  to  March 


From  July  29th  to  June  30th  114  ,,  ,,  ,, 

The  Committee  suggested,  and  the  Council  approved, 
that,  although  the  estimated  cost  per  patient  based  on  240 
cases  per  annum  was  £10  to  £10  10s.  Od.  })er  week,  the 
maximum  Borough  charge  should  be  £7  7s.  Od.  per  week, 
and  the  minimum  £3  3s.  Od.  per  week. 

An  aiialysis  of  the  first  150  cases  booked,  which  ir^cludes 
22  from  outside  the  Borough,  discloses  that  the  average 
fee  paid  will  be  £5  15s.  6d.  per  week. 

War-time  Day  Nurseries. 

Riverside  and  Sandyford  Street  Day  Nurseries  have 
continued  to  fulfill  their  purpose,  i.e.,  enabling  the  mother 
to  go  to  work  knowing  that  her  child  is  in  safe  hands,  and, 
for  the  child,  providing  him  or  her  with  a  sense  of  security 
and  physical  and  mental  well-being.  Miss  Bazeley  and  the 
staffs  of  both  Nurseries  have  kept  their  interest  in  the 
children  throughout  the  year,  and  I  have  been  impressed 
bv  their  enthusiasm.  The  satisfaction  of  the  seven  pro- 
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bationers  and  Nursery  students  who  obtained  their  Diplomas 
from  the  National  Soeiety  of  Children’s  Nurseries  during 
the  year,  and  the  thanks  of  the  many  mothers  who  have 
left  their  children  in  their  eare,  must,  in  part  at  least,  re¬ 
pay  them  for  their  labours. 

I  could  wish  that  the  playgrounds  were  kept  in  better 
order  for  them,  that  the  structure  of  the  Sandyford  Street 
Nursery  was  more  sound,  and  that  the  decorations  in  both 
Nurseries  were  more  bright  and  cheerful — some  of  these 
defects  may  yet  be  remedied. 

Holmcroft  Nursery  Class  has  had  a  very  successful 
year.  The  average  attendance  for  the  first  half  of  the 
year  was  83%,  and  for  the  remaining  half-year  was  87%. 
There  were  no  epidemics,  and  the, health  of  the  children 
has  been  good  throughout. 

This  one  and  only  Nursery  Class  in  the  Borough  is 
well  provided  for  by  Miss  Bloor  and  Miss  Jones.  The 
toddlers  have  certainly  benefitted,  for  their  bearing,  lack 
of  shyness,  sturdy  independence,  and  healthy  looks  will 
stand  them  in  good  stead  when  they  face  their  next  new 
world  in  the  Infant  Department.  Thanks  are  due  to  these 
two  ladies  and  the  helpers  for  the  excellent  Christmas 
tea  and  gifts  f  which  they  provided  for  the  toddlers. 

The  attendances,  weights  gained,  illnesses,  and  defects  , 
found  during  the  year  are  set  out  below.  The  children 
are  medically  examined  at  frequent  intervals. 

The  average  dailv  attendances  were  Sandvford  Street, 
January,  29.2;  December,  28.7;  Riverside,  January, 
28.3  ;  December,  34.4  ;  Holmcroft  Nursery  Class,  January, 
10.8;  December,  23.2. 

Average  weight  gainetl  per  child  at  the  two  Day 
Nurseries  : — 


0—1  yr. 

1 — 2  yrs. 

2 — 3  yrs. 

• 

3 — 4  yrs. 

4 — 5  yrs. 

3  months’ 
attendance 

6  months’ 
attendance 

9  months’ 
attendance 
12  months’ 
attendance 

lbs.  oz. 

(5)  3  1 

(4)  5  7 

(5)  6  12 

(5)  11  5 

lbs.  oz. 

(5)  3  6 

(7)  3  4 

(5)  4  14 

(12)  5  7 

lbs.  oz. 

(6)  2  0 

(4)  2  15 

(2)  4  8 

(9)  4  14 

lbs.  oz. 

(5)  1  5 

(7)  2  8 

(6)  3  9 

(10)  4  10 

lbs.  oz. 

(7)  1  #9 

(5)  3  3 

(1)  4  2 

(  )  =  Number  of  children  in  the  group. 


Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  set  out  below  : 


Sandyford  Street 
Day  Nursery 

Riverside 
Day  Nursery 

Holmcroft 
Nursery  Class 

Mpn.slps . 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

5 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

18 

— 

Impetigo  . 

1 

3 

— 

Chickenpox  .... 

14 

6 

4 

Smljips . 

2 

German  Measles 

2 

_ 

Skin  diseases  .  . 

3 

6 

— 

Other  ,, 

2 

5 

■ 

Children  suffering  from  other  conditions  were  referred 
for  treatment  as  follows  : — 


Orthopedic  .  5 

Ophthalmic . 4< 


Supply  of  Sheets  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

Arrangements  were  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  Priority  Dockets 
for  utility  sheets  to  be  issued  by  Welfare  Authorities  to 
expectant  mothers  where  the  need  for  same  is  certified 
by  the  midwife  who  has  been  engaged  for  the  confinement 
in  the  patient’s  own  home.  From  the  commencement  of 
the  scheme  in  November  to  the  end  of  the  year,  thirteen 
dockets  were  issued  to  five  applicants. 

(In  the  six  months  ended  June  3()th,  1945,  223  dockets 
were  issued  to  78  applicants). 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  Circular  20/44. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  in  this  Circular  points  out  that, 
although  it  may  not  be  practicable  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Authorities  to  bring  into  operation  all  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  Advisory  Committee  at  once,  they  should 
take  such  action  as  is  possible,  and  bear  the  remainder 
in  mind-  when  considering  possible  future  developments 
of  the  service. 

In  compliance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  the 
Circular  the  Committee  have  taken  the  first  steps  by — 

(I)  Providing  for  the  weight  of  the  baby,  if  5 Jibs,  or 
less,  to  be  entered  on  the  birth  notification  cards. 
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(2)  Authorising  the  use  of  special  cots  for  use  in  the 
home. 

(8)  Authorising  your  Medical  Officer  to  make  contact 
with  otlier  Authorities  for  the  provision  of  in¬ 
stitutional  treatment  for  those  babies  requiring 
such  treatment. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children.  Circular  2866. 

A  meeting  of  representatives  of  all  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Authorities  in  the  County  was  held  in  the 
County  Buildings,  and  agreed  that  the  needs  of  these  children 
and  their  mothers  would  best  be  met  by  entering  into  a 
combined  arrangement  as  between  the  Welfare  Authorities 
and  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  of  Moral  Welfare. 
A  grant  on  a  population  basis  would  be  paid  to  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  who,  in  turn,  would  be  responsible  for  the  carrying 
out  of  those  duties  mentioned  in  the  Circular,  and  which 
may  briefly  be  said  to  consist  of  assisting  and  advising 
women  and  girls  who  are  in  need  of  such  help  before,  during, 
and  after  confinement,  including  guidance  re  affiliation, 
the  placing  of  the  baby  with  a  foster  mother  where  neces¬ 
sary,  and  working  generally  in  co-operation  with  the  Wel¬ 
fare  Committee  of  the  District  concerned.  Each  Welfare 
Authority  can  appoint  one  representative  on  the  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  each  of  the  three  groups,  i.e..  County  Council, 
County  Borough,  and  Borough  and  Urban,  can  elect  two 
representatives  each  on  the  E'xecutive  Council  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation.  In  the  last  group  there  are  seven  Authorities, 
and  they  are  represented  by  a  member  from  Stafford  and 
Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

The  Welfare  Committee  have  agreed  to  be  responsible, 
subject  to  the  application  of  the  Committee’s  scale,  for 
the  finance  of  cases. 

Ten  persons  gave  notice  under  Section  7(3)  of  the  Adop¬ 
tion  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939,  during  the  year, 
and  nineteen  children  were  under  supervision  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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Royal  Brine  Baths. 

The  Baths  Comiuittee  welcome  the  cessation  of  hos¬ 
tilities  with  Germany,  which  will  allow  a  portion  of  the 
building  to  return  to  its  proper  function  once  again,  as 
the  Ambulance  Section  of  the  Civil  Defence,  to  whom 
they  have  given  every  possible  facility,  has  been  disbanded. 
This  raises  the  question  of  the  adequacy  of  the  Baths  as 
to  the  future,  not  only  the  medical  brine  baths,  but  also 
from  the  popular  swimming  point  of  view.  As  regards 
the  latter,  the  population  of  Stafford  since  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Baths  has  increased  from  18,600  to  34,650, 
and  thus,  by  the  very  numbers  attending,  a  severe  strain 
lias  been  placed  on  the  amenities  of  the  Baths,  in  particular 
the  cubicle  accommodation,  the  lavatory  and  shower  facili¬ 
ties,  and  also  upon  the  ventilation. 

Report  by  Mr.  Scott,  the  Manager  of  the  Baths  : — 

‘  ‘  This  year  Private  Brine  Bath  treatments  were  given 
to  over  5,000  persons,  which  is  a  record  for  the  War  years, 
and  is  on  par  with  pre-war  attendance.  Over  9,000  bathed 
in  the  Brine  Swimming  Bath,  w'hich  now  has  Mixed  bathing 
each  day  and  constitutes  an  all-time  record  attendance 
in  this  department. 

“Turkish  Baths  service  was  operated  again  for  Ladies, 
but  the  staff  and  fuel  shortage  was  responsible  for  this 
department  remaining  closed  for  Gentlemen. 

“Swimming  instruction  for  Schools  was  again  curtailed 
owing  to  the  absence  of  all  the  department’s  instructors 
on  Military  Service. 

“Washing  baths  were  provided  for  22,000  civilians 
and  19,000  Military  personnel,  the  latter  having  decreased 
by  8,000  as  a  result  of  the  movement  of  troops. 

“Over  66,000  persons,  the  majority  juniors,  made  use 
of  the  Swimming  Bath.  ’  ’ 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

The  Town  Water  Supply .  serves  the  whole  of  the 
Borough  and  a  portion  of  the  Stafford  Rural  Distriet,  the 
total  area  of  supply  being  40,000  acres  with'  an  estimated 
population  of  44,000.  At  the  end  of  March,  194.5,  and 
based  on  this  population,  the  average  consumption  of  water 
per  head  per  day  was  20.45  gallons  for  domestic  purposes 
and  19.55  for  other  purposes,  making  a  total  of  40.00 
gallons. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  states  : — 

“For  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1945,  the  total  water 
consumption  reached  the  record  figure  of  642,447,000 
gallons,  this  being  an  increase  of  22,180,000  gallons  over 
the  previous  year.  In  May  and  .June,  1944,  the  roof  of 
the  original  service  reservoir  was  reconstructed  and 
strengthened.  The  reservoir  itself,  although  55  years 
old,  was  found  to  be  in  excellent  condition,  requiring  no 
repairs  whatever. 

“The  water  level  in  the  wells  at  both  Pumping  Sta¬ 
tions  is  at  present  (April,  1945)  higher,  if  anything,  than 
at  this  time  last  year,  but  in  view  of  the  continued  high 
consumption  it  may  be  necessary  to  impose  restrictions 
in  the  event  of  a  dry  Summer  this  year.  ’  ’ 

W.  PLANT,  Borough  Surveyor. 


With  the  exception  of  14  houses  which  are  dependant 
on  well  water,  all  premises  in  the  Borough  have  an  internal 
supply  direct  from  public  mains. 

The  supply  has  been  very  satisfactory  in  quantity 
and  quality. 

Samples  of  the  Town  Supply  are  submitted  to  the 
County  Bacteriologist  monthly  and  the  County  Analyst 
quarterly.  Their  reports  are  tabulated  below. 
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Bacteriological  Examination. 


1  \^’■here  sample  taken  and 
date. 

Count.  On 
nutrient 
agar  after 
48  hours’ 
incubation 
at  37°C.— 
colonies 
per  ml. 

Count.  On 
nutrient 
agar  after 
72  hours’ 
incubation 
at  20-22°C 
— colonies 
per  ml. 

Coli 

Aerogenes 
Content 
(presump  - 
tive  coli)- 
per  100  ml 
after  48 
hours  in¬ 
cubation 
at  37°C. 

I.  Friars  Terrace.  4/1/44 . 

5 

8 

Nil. 

2.  Tixall  Road.  1/2/44 . 

5 

9 

Nil. 

3.  Fccleshall  Road.  6/3/44  . 

7 

8 

Nil. 

4.  Wolverhampton  Road.  4/4/44 

7 

10 

Nil. 

5.  Silkmore  Crescent.  2/5/44  . 

2 

5 

Nil. 

6.  Wolverhampton  Road.  5/6/44 

— • 

Nil. 

7.  Martin  Street.  3/7/44  . 

5 

7 

Nil. 

8.  Grey  Friars.  31/7/44  . 

I 

4 

Nil. 

9.  Tenterbanks.  4/9/44 . 

• — • 

I 

Nil. 

10.  Moss  Pit.  2/10/44  . 

— 

3 

Nil. 

II.  Eccleshall  Road.  1/11/44  . 

4 

6 

Nil. 

12.  Foregate  Street.  4/12/44  . 

13.  Milford  Pumping  Station. 

5 

8 

Nil. 

15/12/44 

7 

5 

Nil. 

Chemical  Examination. 


Parts  pe 

r  100,000 

Fccles- 

hall 

Road 

6/3/44 

Wolver¬ 

hampton 

Road 

5/6/44 

Tenter 

Banks 

4/9/44 

Fore¬ 

gate 

Street 

4/12/44 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  2i2°F 

31-5 

23.00 

24.00 

36.00 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil.. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . 

0.0010 

Nil. 

0.0010 

0.0020 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . 

0.32 

0.17 

0.16 

0.18 

Chlorine  . 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at 

6.5 

4-3 

4.6 

9.0 

8o°F . 

0.007 

0.001 

*See 

0.004 

0.009 

*See 

Appearance  . 

Clear 

note 

below 

Clear 

note 

below 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination 

None 

None 

None 

None 

pH  Value . 

7-4 

7-4 

7.6 

7-4 

Hardness  before  boiling  . 

10.78° 

9.60° 

8.69° 

13.00° 

Hardness  after  boiling  . 

5-50° 

450° 

4-50° 

5-50° 

Temporary  Hardness . 

5.28° 

5.10° 

4.19° 

7-50° 

*E)xtremely  minute  trace  of  suspended  matter. 
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Following  upon  the  high  total  solids  in  the  sample 
taken  on  4/12/44,  and  the  previous  high  rate  on  6/3/44, 
it  was  deeided  to  inv^estigate.  A  series  of  samples  were 
taken  lasting  two  days,  the  results  of  which  are  set  out 
below,  and  it  was  found  to  our  satisfaction  that  on  4/12/44 
the  high  solids  were  due  to  the  fact  that  at  that  time  water 
was  being  obtained  from  the  Milford  Pumping  Station 
alone. 


Parts  pel 

r  100,000 

Gaol- 

gate 

Street 

14/12/44 

Fore¬ 

gate 

Street 

14/12/44 

Gaol- 

Square 

14/12/44 

Pore- 

gate 

Street 

14/12/44 

Shug¬ 

borough 

Pumping 

Station 

15/12/44 

Milford 

Pumping 

Station 

15/12/44 

Total  solid  Matter 
dried  at  2i2°P . 

37-0 

25-5 

27.0 

26.0 

17-5 

36.5 

Chlorine . 

8.5 

5-3 

5-3 

5-3 

3-5 

8.7 

The  samples  taken  at  the  Pumping  Stations  were  of 
unchlorinated  water ;  the  other  samples  were  of  chlor¬ 
inated  water. 

The  increasing  hardness  of  the  Milford  Supply  over  a 
number  of  years,  and  the  reports  of  the  samples  taken  in 
December  has  made  it  advisable  to  present  quarterly 
samples  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination 
from  both  the  Milford  and  Shugborough  wells  before  the 
water  is  delivered  into  the  storage  tank  and  chlorinated. 
The  following  are  reports  on  samples  taken  in  March, 
1945 


Bacteriological  JIxamination. 


Milford 

Shugborough 

Count.— 

-On  nutrient  agar  after  48 
hours’  incubation  at  37°C. 
Colonies  per  ml . 

7 

5 

On  nutrient  agar  after  72 
hours’  incubation  at  20 — 
22°C.  Colonies  per  ml.  .  . 

10 

7 

Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive 
eoli).  Per  lOD  ml  after  48  hours’ 
incubation  at  37°C.  . 

Nil 

Nil 
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Chemical  Examination. 


• 

Parts  per  100,000 

Milford 

Shugborough 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  212°F.  .  . 

33.50 

17.50 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.0010 

0 . 0020 

Albuminoid  ,,  . 

0.0018 

Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . 

0.29 

0.15 

Chlorine  . 

6.9 

3.7 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80°F. 

0.010 

0.003 

Appearance . 

Clear 

Clear 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination 

None 

None 

pH  Value  . 

7.4 

7.5 

Hardness  before  boiling  . 

13.60° 

8.60° 

Hardness  after  boiling  . 

7.21° 

4.80° 

Temporary  Hardness . 

6.39° 

3.80° 

There  have  been  no  reports  as  to  containination  of  the 
water  by  lead,  and  the  eharaeter  of  the  water  has  led  me 
to  believe  that  it  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action.  A  chemical 
test  has  been  made,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  water  had 
no  solvent  action  on  lead  in  24  hours. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  were  no  additions  to  the  sewers,  either  surface 
water  or  sewage,  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  substituted  by  a 
pedestal  type  of  W.C.  was  10. 

There  are  approximately  982  waste  water  closets  in 
the  Borough,  42  pail  closets,  and  16  privy  middens.  The 
drains  of  180  houses  are  not  connected  to  the  public  sewer 
but  discharge  into  cesspits. 

The  number  of  stoppages  amounted  to  921  and  454 
of  this  number  were  in  connection  with  waste  water  closets. 

When  stoppages  are  found  to  be  caused  by  rags  or 
other  unsuitable  articles,  the  occupiers  are  warned  by 
letter  as  to  their  responsibility  regarding  the  use  of  closets 
and  drains. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  serious  pollution  of  the  rivers  and  streams  occurred, 
but  the  brook-courses  are  frequently  rendered  unsightly 
by  children  dumping  rubbish  therein,  and  also  because  they 
receive  the  rainwater  and  dirt  from  the  roads. 
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The  desirability  of  culverting  the  brook-eourses,  especi¬ 
ally  portions  at  the  rear  of  Grey  Friars  Place,  Newport 
Road,  rear  of  Sandon  Road,  and  the  one  near  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  Depot,  has  been  recognised  by  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  no  doubt  will  be  put  into  effect  at  the  first 
opportunity. 

The  dredging  of  the  brook  courses,  referred  to  in  the 
last  Report,  was  completed  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  tabular  statement  below  contains  the  numbers 
and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
with  the  number  of  notices  served  and  the  result  of  such 
notices. 


No. 

of 

1 

Notices. 

1 

o 

ll 

O 

S-i 

Oi 

nformal 

Notices 

complied 

with 

M  4J 

U 

t— 1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Dwellinghouses  : —  * 

Repairs  to  dwellinghouses 
Houses  requiring  cleans- 

410 

42 

31 

— - 

23 

— 

ing  &  verminous  houses 

8.3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  . 

211 

43 

31 

1 

26 

1 

House  drainage  defects  .  . 

613 

44 

34 

1 

26 

1 

Defective  yard  pavements 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Receptacles  for  house 

refuse  . 

124 

22 

20 

2 

17 

2 

Accumidation  of  refuse  .  . 

21 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowdin®'  . 

31 

_ 

_ 

AVater  supplv  . 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  AVorkshoj)s.  . 

3.5 

6 

2 

— 

— 

Rakehouses  . 

54 

_ _ 

_ 

(> 

Slaughterhouses . 

947 

- - 

— 

- - 

— 

— ■ 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

66 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Offensive  Trades  . 

2 

— 

— 

- . 

— 

— 

Piggeries  and  Stables  .... 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds  . 

54 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  .... 

83 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  or  premises  where 

food  is  sold  or  prepared  .  . 

158 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cinemas . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  nuisances  . 

22 

1 

1 

1 

Other  nuisances  . 

101 

0 

o 

Closet  stoppages  . 

921 

— 

— 

Visits  to  infectious  cases  .  . 

344 

— 

— 

- - 

- — - 

— 

Rat  infestation . 

634 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Unclassified  visits  . 

417 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4475 

1088 

127 

4 

103 

4 
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Factory  Act,  1937. 

Thirty- five  inspections  were  made. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  .  2 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  15 
Number  of  houses  disinfested .  17 

When  necessary,  rooms  arc  sprayed  twice  with  an  v 

insecticide  or  fumigated,  and  the  bedding  is  steam  dis¬ 
infected.  The  occupier  is  advised  as  to  the  thorough 
cleansing  of  the  house  after  this  disinfestation. 

Schools. 

Procedure  has  been  the  same^  as  in  previous  years. 

Common  Lodging  House. 

One  Common  Lodging  House  in  South  Walls  was  in 
use.  The  permitted  number  of  male  lodgers  was  53. 

For  some  years  past  it  has  catered  for  “permanent 
boarders,  ’  ’  who*  were  elderly  men  in  regular  but  part-time 
employment.  Very  few  casuals  were  received.  During 
the  year  the  keeper  vacated  the  premises,  and,  as  no  appli¬ 
cation  was  received  for  a  future  keeper,  the  premises  be¬ 
came  void.  At  the  time  of  this  report  going  to  press  no 
application  or  inquiry  has  been  received  for  its  future  use 
as  a  Common  Lodging  House. 


Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  24  offensive  trades  on  the  Register,  of  which 
21  were  fried  fish  shops.  The  remainder  consisted  of  2 
rag  and  bone  merchants  and  one  gut  scraper. 

Rat  Infestation. 

In  November,  1943,  the  County  Council  delegated 
their  duties  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act, 
1919,  to  the  Borough  Council. 

The  Campaign  instituted  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
for  Rodent  Control  was  supported  by  the  Chairman  of  the 


35 


Public  Health  Committee,  the  Press,  and  by  posters.  In 
consequence,  the  urgency  of  eliminating  rat  infestation 
beeame  widely  known,  and  the  result  up  to  December, 
1944,  has  shown  that  good  work  has  been  done. 

At  the  commencement  it  was  decided  that,  to  encourage 
information  of  rat  infestatioii,  private  houses  would  be 
treated  free  of  charge,  and  the  oceupiers  of  business  premises 
would  be  charged  the  cost  of  the  operator’s  time  plus  25% 
for  material  used  and  administrative  expenses.  A  yearly 
eontract  was  preferred  iii  the  case  of  one  large  institution, 
and  this  was  arranged. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  ^t  the  office  was  1 57, 
and  numerous  requests  were  received  during  the  course 
of  inspeetion. 

All  Corporation  property,  including  the  banks  of 
brook  courses,  was  svstematicallv  dealt  with,  as  also  were 
259  private  and  57  business  premises. 

The  War  Agrieultural  Exeeutive  Committee  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  24  farm  buildings  situated  within  the 
Borough  boundary.  I  have,  however,  had  the  co-operation 
of  their  Rodent  Offfeer  when  dealing  with  hocuses  in  the 
vicinity  of  these  farms. 

Very  little  is  known  of  rat  migration,  but  something 
of  this  kind  happened  in  October,  1944.  From  October 
10th  to  the  13th  the  Corporation  refuse  tip  at  Riverway 
was  treated,  4lbs.  7ozs.  of  prepared  poison  bait  was  eaten, 
and  a  number  of  fully  grown  young  rats  were  picked  up.  Soon 
after  this,  the  workmen  reported  that  the  tip  was  again 
alive  with  rats.  From  October  30th  to  November  10th, 
15lbs.  4ozs.  of  prepared  poison  bait  was  eaten,  and  this 
time  a  number  of  aged  rats  were  picked  up.  The  tip 
appeared  reasonably  free  of  rats  until  February,  1945, 
when  further  treatment  was  necessary,  and  42lbs.  12ozs. 
of  prepared  poison  bait  was  eaten.  From  that  date  the 
tip  has  remained  C(^mparatively  free  of  rats.  Premises 
adjacent  to  the  tip,  and  which  had  been  previously  treated, 
were  again  reported  in  the  Oetober. 

Stafford,  surrounded  as  it  is  by  agrieultural  land,  is 
liable  to  visitations  of  tliis  kind.  The  tip  is  a  suitable 
home,  as  it  does,  in  fact,  furnish  a  plentiful  supply  of  food, 
warmth,  and  cover. 

From  the  eommencement  of  rodent  control  in  October, 
1943,  up  to  December,  1944,  the  total  amount  of  prepared 
poison  bait  eaten  was  144lbs.  5oz. 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

Every  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  remedy 
at  least  defective  roofs,  rainwater  spouting,  and  drainage. 
Lack  of  labour  and  shortage  of  material  prevented  speedy 
repairs,  and  tenants  were  not  always  able  to  appreciate 
this,  but,  despite  these  difficulties,  the  majority  of  the 
houses  in  the  town  are  free  from  serious  dampness  due  to 
defective  roofs  and  spouting. 

No  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local  Authority,  but 
four  houses,  the  construction  of  which  had  commenced 
before  the  war,  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 
FOOD. 

Registration  of  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen. 

Milk  producers  entered  in  register  .  .  .  .  13 

Producer-retailers  entered  in  register  .  .  .  .  11 

Of  the  above  16  have  obtained  licences  as 
Accredited  Producers. 

Wholesale  trader  .  1 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  Borough  .  .  16 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  whose  premises  are 

outside  the  Borough  . 12 

Entered  in  the  Register  are  also  8  retailers  of  milk 
which  is  sold  in  sealed  bottles. 

The  milk  sold  by  the  wholesale  trader  is  heat  treated. 

The  examination  of  samples  for  bacterial  content 
and  for  tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Couneil. 
The  following  results  were  obtained  from  milk  on  sale 
in  the  Borough  : — 


Designation 

Total 

taken 

Clear 

iliness 

Phosp 

latase 

T.B. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Passed 

Failed 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1 

1 

Accredited  .  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Pasteurised  .  . 

5 

o 

— ■ 

5 

— 

— 

Non-designated  .  . 

72 

61 

11 

— 

— - 

3 

Sterilised 

1 

1 
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Statement  on  samples  of  milk  for  eleanliness  only, 
taken  by  the  County  Council,  the  milk  being  sold  within 
the  Borough : — 


Satisfactory 

Not  up  to  Standard 
of  expected  clean¬ 
liness 

Producer-Retailers  : — 

Milk  from  own  cows  . 

8 

3 

Milk  from  cows  of  other 

producers . 

8 

— 

Retailers  : — 

Dairies  within  Borough  .... 

23 

4 

Dairies  outside  Borough  .... 

31 

4 

N.B. — One  unsatisfactory  sample  results  in  further 
samples  being  taken  from  the  same  supply,  which  may 
also  be  unsatisfactory. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. — During  the  year  26 
licences  were  issued  to  fit  and  proper  persons  to  slaughter 
animals  for  human  food. 

The  following  meat  was  found  to  be  diseased  or  un¬ 
sound  : — 


Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases  or  Injuries 

• 

Bovines 

Other 

animals 

Bovines 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals 

Carcases  and  all 
organs 

61 

25 

6 

17 

5 

114 

Portions  of  car¬ 
cases 

31 

38 

4 

13 

9 

95 

Heads  .  .  '  .  . 

54 

— 

20 

1 

3 

5 

83 

Lungs . 

489 

— 

78 

6 

6 

45 

624 

Hearts . 

48 

. 

13 

6 

5 

3 

75 

Livers . 

107 

— 

634 

5 

231 

24 

1001 

Skirts . 

39 

— - 

12 

— 

— 

— 

51 

Kidneys 

19 

— 

16 

— 

— 

4 

39 

Mesenteries . . 

47 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

52 

Udders 

61 

— 

57 

— 

— 

— 

118 

Melts . 

61 

— 

26 

— 

— 

— 

.87 

Guts . 

41 

— 

18 

— 

— 

— 

59 

Tripes . 

48 

12 

— 

. . 

— 

60 

38 
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The  percentage  of  cattle  (excluding  calves)  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  was  approximately  12%. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  44  tons,  6J  cwts.  This  meat  was  disposed 
of  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  is  now  very  low  as 
the  license  issued  for  bacon  curing  has  been  revoked. 


No.  of  cattle  slaughtered  .  4,642 

,,  calves  ,,  3,789 

,,  sheep  ,,  14,615 

„  pigs  „  872 


Other  food  was  found  to  be  unsound  as  a  result  of 
requests  by  provision  merchants,  and  224  certificates 
confirming  the  unfitness  of  the  goods  for  human  food 
were  issued. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  foodstuffs 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  Market. 


Prosecutions. 

Information  was  laid  that  the  jierson  did  use  premises 
as  a  slaughterhouse,  he  not  then  holding  a  licence  granted 
under  S.  57  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  also  that  he 
did  slaughter  an  animal  for  sale  for  human  consumption 
without  giving  not  less  than  three  hours  notice  giving  the 
time  and  day  and  place  when  the  slaughtering  would  take 
place  contrary  to  Article  8,  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1924.  -The  defendant  was  fined  a  total  of  £25  and 
costs. 

Information  was  laid  that  the  person  being  in  pos¬ 
session  of  or  deposited  in  a  place  for  the  purpose  of  sale 
or  of  preparation  for  sale,  and  intended  for  the  food  of  man, 
certain  meat  which  was  diseased  and  unfit  for  the  food  of 
man.  The  defendant  was  fined  a  total  of  £35  16s.  6d. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  following  premises  are  registered  : — 


Preparation  of  sausages,  etc .  26 

Manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream  .  .  .  .  37 

Fish  frying .  21 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Vaccination ,  Statistics. 

The  following  figures  for  1943  apply  to  the  whole  of 


the  Stafford  Union  Area  : — 

Births  registered  .  907 

Successfully  vaccinated . 253 

Insusceptible  .  5 

Exemptions  . 584 

Died  unvaccinated . 30 

Removed  . 35 


Infectious  Disease. 

Information  concerning  the  non-notifiable  diseases, 
their  distribution,  and  prevalence,  comes  to  us  through  the 
Health  Visitors  and  Head  Teachers.  The  latter,  bv 
arrangement  with  the  School  Medical  Service,  send  to 
this  office  a  copy  of  their  return,  which  also  includes  the 
notifiable  diseases,  made  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Scarlet  Fever,  which  was  epidemic  in  1943,  continued 
on  into  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  then  gradually 
subsided,  finally  fading  out  in  June. 

Chickenpox  was  epidemic  in  the  area,  as  also  was 
Whooping  Cough,  which  made  its  appearance  in  the  first 
quarter,  reaching  its  height  in  the  September  quarter. 

Diarrhoea  has  been  present  from  time  to  time,  and 
appears  to  be  increasing  during  the  war  years,  and,  al¬ 
though  not  notifiable  as  such,  becomes  known  to  us  by 
the  death  returns  (fortunately  there  were  no  deaths)  and 
by  the  Health  Visitors.  It  is  generally  mild  in  character, 
and  when  investigations  are  made,  as  they  are  from  time 
to  time,  bacteriological  evidence  points  to  it  being  caused 
by  a  Dysentery  organism,  bacillus  Sonne.  The  mode 
of  spread  is  undoubtedly  the  unhygienic  handling  of  food 
which  wartime  restrictions  have  enhanced  bv  the  short- 
age  of  wrappings  and  staff.  In  the  home  the  spread  takes 
place  rapidly  from  member  to  member.  Perfect  personal 
hygiene  is  difficult  in  a  hospital,  and  in  a  home,  in  which 
there  are  children,  it  is  practically  impossible,  but  personal 
cleanliness,  and  especially  the  frequent  washing  of  hands, 
should  be  persisted  in. 
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The  table  below,  compiled  from  School  returns,  made 
available  through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  includes  contacts  as  well  as  cases. 


1943 

1944 

Whooping  Cough . 

.  ..  -as 

. .  10 

Measles  . 

.  . .  398 

8 

Mumps  .  . . 

.  .  .  2 

8 

Scarlet  Fever . 

.  .  .  82 

.  .  43 

Diphtheria  . 

.  .  .  7 

3 

Chickenpox  . 

.  .  .  46 

.  .  425 

Influenza  . 

.  .  .  1 

.  .  — 

Scabies  . 

.  .  .  13 

.  .  14 

German  Measles  . 

,  ,  - 

.  .  57 
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Notifiable  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

1  Diphtheria  f . Cases  ... 

1  Deaths 

1  Pneumonia  . Cases  ... 

1  Deaths 

1  Poliomyelitis  . Cases  ... 

1  Deaths 

1  Dysentery . Cases  ... 

1  Deaths 

1  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...Cases  ... 
1  Deaths 

Erysipelas . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

1  Measles . Cases  ... 

1  Deaths 

1  Whooping  Cough  ...Cases  ... 
1  Deaths 

Ophthalmia  Cases  ... 

Neonatorum  Deaths 

f 
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This  death  was  not  classified  as  due  to  Diphtheria 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  122  eases  notified  in  1944  as  against  178 
in  the  previous  year. 

There  was  more  than  one  case  in  one  family  in  14  in¬ 
stances.  “Return”  cases  numbered  three. 

Diphtheria. 

Notified  cases  numbered  14.  All  cases  were  admitted 
to  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  due  to  the  disease, 
but  one  of  the  7  cases  who  had  been  transferred  from  the 
Infirmary,  died  from  his  original  illness.  Eight  of  the 
cases  were  over  15  years  of  age  and  eleven  were  admitted 
to  Hospital  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

No  immunised  child  died  during  the  year,  but  one 
child  who  had  been  immunised  was  notified. 

Number  of  immunised  children  with  positive  swabs  1 

Number  who  were  once  Schick  negative  .  .  .  .  0 

Number  who  had  been  Schick  positive  .  .  .  .  0 


Number  who  were  not  tested .  1 

Deaths  . Nil 


Diphtheria  antitoxin,  available  for  the  treatment 
of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  can  be  obtained  free  on  request 
by  a  medical  practitioner.  Diphtheria  prophylactic  is 
also  provided  free,  and  is  used  for  the  prevention  of  the 
disease. 

The  State  of.  Immunisation. — At  the  end  of  1944 
it  was  estimated  that  38.9%  of  children  under  five  and 
86.1  of  children  between  five  and  fifteen  had  been  im¬ 
munised 

Diphtheria  Immunisation,  1944. 


School 

Immunised 

Schick  test 

Children 

re-immunised 

— 

St,.  Austin’s . 

4 

3 

St.  Leonard’s  Avenue 

26 

— 

— 

37 

St.  Patrick’s  Senior  .  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Dartmouth  Street  .... 

G 

— 

— 

— 

Forebridge  . 

7 

— 

— 

10 

Corporation  St.  Girls  . . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

„  „  Boys  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Infants 

7 

— 

— 

4 

T.ittleworth  . 

7 

2 

Tpnt.er  Ranks . 

17 

8 

ITolmcroft . 

26 

18 

St.nnp  Road  .  .  . 

38 

10 

St.  Patrick’s  Junior  .  . 

22 

— 

— 

10 

Rickerscote  . 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Welfare  Centre  . 

287 

_ 

-- 

11 

Cnnvpnt,  . 

1 

General  Practitioners .  . 

12.5 

— 

— 

Isolation  Hospital  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Day  Nurseries  . 

6 

— 

— 

6 

TOTAL  .... 

590 

— 

— 

124 

43 


Only  those  who  completed  their  immunisation  are 
included  in  the  above  figures. 

Since  1940  A.P.T.  supplied  by  the  Government  has 
been  used  for  the  immunisation  of  children. 


Dysentery. 

Two  eases  were  reported,  both  occurring  at  the  Cor¬ 
poration  Street  Emergency  Hospital. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Only  two  of  the  six  cases  notified  were  admitted  to 
Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Pneumonia. 


There 
two  deaths. 


were  seven  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  with 
Last  year  there  were  25  cases  with  two  deaths. 


Erysipelas. 

Seventeen  cases  were  notified. 


Scabies  and  Lousiness. 

A  number  of  memoranda  have  emanated  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  during  the  War  years  as  to  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  the  introduction  of  Typhus  into  the  country. 
This  risk  has  been  ever  present,  as  it  is  known  that  a  small 
proportion  of  our  people  arc  still  infested  with  lice. 

In  the  Borough  the  County  Education  Authority 
have  carried  out  their  routine  cleanliness  inspections  among 
the  School  children,  and  the  action  of  their  officers  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Education  Act,  which,  if  necessity  arises, 
enables  them  to  compulsorily  cleanse  the  children.  The 
Health  Visitors  have  not  this  authority,  but  they  do  in¬ 
spect  as  tactfully  as  possible,-  and  advise  mothers  on  the 
use  of  a  fine  steel  comb  and  the  application  of  Lethane 
hair  oil  384  “special.”  Further,  as  Medical  Inspector 
to  the  Schools,  I  am  able  to  co-ordinate  the  two  services, 
especially  as  regards  the  chronic  cases. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Council  are 
able  to  disinfect  clothing  by  the  use  of  their  disinfector, 
if  consent  is  obtained  from  the  owner,  but  under  the  Scabies 
Order,  1941,  a  Local  Authority  can  make  better  provision 
for  cleansing,  and,  through  its  M.O.H.,  effective  steps 
can  be  taken  against  the  person,  the  clothing,  and  the 
home,  although  in  cases  of  obsti'uction  a|)plication  must 
be  made  to  the  Court. 
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Further  measures  were  taken  by  the  County  Council 
by  the  appointment  of  consultants  for  Typhus  cases,  and 
the  Joint  Hospital  Board  arranged  for  certain  hospitals 
to  take  any  cases. 

A  scheme  is  in  operation  whereby  eases  of  Scabies 
are  referred  by  their  own  Doctors  to  the  District  Nurses 
who  treat  the  whole  family  with  Benzyl  Benzoate  Emul¬ 
sion  provided  by  the  Council.  If  necessary,  bedding  and 
clothing  are  steam  disinfected..  Last  year  116  cases  in 
28  families  were  treated  by  the  District  Nurses.  Steam 
disinfection  was  carried  out  in  one  instance.  In  addition 
5  persons  were  treated  at  the  Aid  Post. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  cases  were  notified  and  recovered  with  vision 
not  impaired. 

Tuberculosis. 


Analysis  of  the  new  cases  and  deaths  during  the  calen¬ 
dar  vear,  1944  : — 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Periods. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 

— 

— 

] 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—  5 

— 

— 

1 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5—15 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

25—35 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

35—45 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55—65 

2 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .  . 

i 

13 

2 

3 

6 

10 

5 

1 

2 

Ten  year\ 
average,  | 
pre-war  t 
(1929-38) J 

21.9 

15.6 

7.7 

5.3 

12.6 

7.8 

2.8 

1.7 

The  death  rates  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  were  : — 
Respiratory,  0.48;  non-rcspiratory,  0.08.  Total,  0.51. 
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The  ■  ‘  ‘  Balance  Sheet  ’  ’  for  the  Register  may  be  given 


as  follows  : — 

On  Register  at  Jan.  1  220  Deaths . 20 

Notifications  .  .  .  .  24  Removals  .  14 

Unnotified  deaths  .  .  5  .Recovered .  50 

Transfers  .  4  Notifications  withdrawn  2 

On  Register  at  Dec.  31  167 
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Notification. — There  were  five  deaths  from  Tubercu¬ 
losis  of  persons  who  had  not  been  notified  as  suffering 
from  the  disease. 


The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
Tuberculosis  deaths  was  5  to  18  (1  to  3.6).  In  the  event  of 
death  from  Tuberculosis,  unless  it  is  a  post-mortem  diag¬ 
nosis,  the  practitioner  is  written  to,  and  the  reason  for  non¬ 
notification  is  asked  for. 


The  average  interval  elapsing  between  notification 
and  death  was  31 J  months. 


Admissions  to  and  discharges  from  institutions  were 
notified  as  follows  : — 


Admissions. 

Standon  Hall  Orthopaedic  Hos¬ 
pital  .  4 

Prestwood  Sanatorium  .  .  .  .  7 
Groundslow  Sanatorium  .  .  .  .  3 


Discharges. 

1 

6 

1 


Health  Visiting.  —  The  Health  Visitors  paid  23 
primary  visits  to  tuberculous  persons  on  notification  and 
80  subsequent  visits. 

Disinfection. 

A  Washington  Lyon  steam  disinfector  is  used  for 
bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  which  have  been  exposed  to  in¬ 
fection,  or  have  been  infested  with  vermin. 

Lots  of  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  .  .  44 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  .  .  16 
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MORTUARY. 


Bodies  dealt  with  at  the  Public  Mortuary  are  clas¬ 


sified  as  fo  lows  : — 

Borough  residents  .  8 

Non-residents  who  died  in  the  Borough  .  .  4 

Brought  ‘n  from  outside  Borough .  5  * 

Non-civilians  .  1 

18 

Post-mortem  examinations  .  6 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  PROPAGANDA. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  has 
from  time  to  time  taken  the  opportunity  of  presenting 
to  the  Council  and  the  Press  short  statements  d.ealing 
with  Health  Subjects,  e.g.,  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and 
Rat  Destruction. 

On  Baby  Day  opportunity  is  taken  to  ventilate  sub¬ 
jects  which  are  of  interest. 

Posters  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Educa¬ 
tion  are  displayed  and  regularly  renewed. 


Population. 

1894  .  .  20,389 

1919  .  .  26,698 

1944  .  .  34,650 


Rates  per 
1,000  population. 

Births.  Deaths. 

33.74  ..  12.48 

17.90  ..  13.11 

20.7  ..  8.6 


Rate  per 
1,000  births. 

Infantile  mortality. 

115 

80.3 

27 


The  above  is  the  table  referred  to  in  the  introduction 
to  the  Report. 
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